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These reasons form also their apology for coun-
tenancing the slave-trade, a traffic which is most
strenuously supported by the Duke, who also trades
largely in palm-oil.

His method of procuring slaves is worthy of
remark.    He induces the Captains to deposit a
quantity of goods in his hands, which he sorts into
such portions as would form an ordinary load for a
man to carry on his head.    He then sends his
agents into the country with the goods to purchase
slaves,   promising   the   Captains their   cargoes,
amounting to any given number, within a stated
time; in the meanwhile he employs other persons
to collect in his own town and neighbourhood, and
if he is very hard pressed,  (for the Captains   of
slavers  are   always  very impatient),   he  obliges
his great men to furnish him with a certain number
each.    This is done by sending him every indi-
vidual from the neighbouring villages, who have
committed any crime or misdemeanor ; and should
he still continue unable to make up the specified
demand, they sell their own servants to him.    The
Duke has profited largely by this system, for he has
several warehouses full of goods, some of which he
has had in store for years, such as wines,  spirits,
liqueurs, sail-cloth, cordage, manufactured goods,
copper rods, iron bars, &c. &c.

The palm-oil he collects in small quantities from
his subjects, in the neighbourhood of the Calabar,
and other small rivers that fall into it. The Duke,